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Our visitor arrivals reached a
historic high of 36.03 million, 2| per
cent more than the previous year
Total tourism spending also rose

by almost a third to over HK$210
billion, making us the world’s ninth
largest tourism earner: What is
more encouraging, our tourism
figures were not only ahead of
2009, but had also surpassed the
levels in 2008 before the downturn.
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CLONOMY stal LeU LO IMprove.

We were able to capitalise on the
strong growth in outbound travel
in the region, including Mainland
China, Southeast Asia and South
Korea. We were able to nurture
the overnight vacation segment in
Taiwan, which increased tourism
receipts had far offset the loss

of business arrivals as a result of
the cross-strait direct links. We
were also able to benefit from

the recovery in the long-haul
markets, and tap into the potential
of the emerging markets, namely
India, Russia and the Middle East,
which have become promising
sources of arrivals with their strong
economies, assisted with increased
flights and in the case of Russia,
visa-free access to Hong Kong.

Indeed, it was an extraordinary
achievement on all fronts,
which underlined not just the
remarkable resilience, but more,
the unlimited potential in our
tourism, as Hong Kong firmly
established itself as the premier
gateway to the Mainland, and

a leading international aviation,
financial and business hub.




To unlock the unlimited potential
of our tourism, we must continue
our investment and our efforts
to innovate Hong Kong's tourism
products, so that we can capture
the new market opportunities.

We can build on our established
collaboration with Mainland
tourism organisations and the vast
tourism resources in the Pan Pearl
River Delta to make Hong Kong

a "must-visit” stop on the China
itinerary.We can ride on the trend
for intra-regional travel to stimulate
visits to Hong Kong, and explore
the potential of emerging markets
to open up new sources of arrivals.
Above all, we can make the best
use of our unique combination of
living culture and tourism assets,
including our expanded theme
parks and the new cruise terminal

at Kai Tak, to entice global travellers.

As | look eagerly to the future,

I would like to acknowledge

the steadfast support of the
Government and the tourism
industry, the wise counsel and
advice of our Board Members, and
also the dedication and hard work
of all the staff at the HKTB. | look
forward to working closely with
everyone to unlock the unlimited
potential of our tourism.

James Tien, GBS, JP
Chairman
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