Chairman’s Message T &gk &

We live in an age where the pace of change is
extraordinary. | have had the great honour of
joining the Hong Kong Tourism Board in the
year it celebrated its 50t anniversary and just
a cursory look to the year our mission began
gives us a sobering reminder of just how far
we have come.

In 1957, it wasn't only the Hong Kong Tourist
Association, as we were then called, that
took off. It was the year that the Soviet Union
launched its Sputnik space missions. It was also
the year the first Boeing 707, the holiday jet of
the 1960s and 1970s, took to the skies.
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Back then, at a time when less than three
million people lived in Hong Kong more than
half of them were aged under 25, the only form of foreign travel most
people could afford to contemplate was emigration and holidays abroad
were the exotic privilege of a tiny, wealthy elite.

Today, the picture is radically different. The age of the Boeing 707 has
given way to the age of the super-jumbo and foreign travel and regular
holidays abroad are the expectation of every citizen in every developed
country — not least those aged under 25.

Our city has become a hugely successful economic centre and a hugely
popular destination for tourists. More than 25 million people a year
now visit this sophisticated, vibrant, cosmopolitan city with an array of
attractions which would have been as unthinkable in 1957 as the idea
of putting a man on the moon.

The lessons of the past 50 years are the lessons that must guide us on
our journey forward. The pace of change never slows. It only accelerates.
Today more than at any time in the past five decades, we must run faster,
fight harder and aim higher to stay ahead of the field.

We live in an age of affordable, convenient and frequent travel. We live
in an age of low cost carriers and multi-destination breaks. We live in an
age of choice and indulgence — an age in which travellers are striving for
more and voting with their feet if they don’t find what they want.
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Our 50 years of successful growth will mean nothing if we cannot
rise to the challenges of tomorrow. Our status as one of the world’s
leading destinations will be submerged in the blink of an eye if we
rest on our laurels and ignore the competitive threats of today’s global
tourism market.

We are fortunate to have a vital ally in the task ahead of us — this
wonderful, exuberant city in which we live. Our mission is to maintain
our growth momentum by making the most of this natural advantage,
by constantly finding fresh and exciting ways for visitor to experience
and enjoy our city with all the diversity and excitement it offers.

One of my stated priorities as Chairman of the Hong Kong Tourism Board
is to promote more strongly the lesser-known charms of this diverse and
colourful city. Yes, we have fine dining and world-class shopping but we
have country parks and stunning beaches too. How many tourists go
home without straying beyond the Hong Kong Island and Kowloon? How
many would stay longer if only they knew what they were missing?

Hong Kong is so much more than just another Chinese city. It is a
unique fusion of cultures, an exotic melting pot of ideas, traditions,
cultures, fashions, festivals and foods. And yet with the Beijing Olympics
around the corner and China becoming one of the world’s largest
tourism markets, our future and that of the motherland is more closely
intertwined than ever.

That is why we must make the most of the opportunities presented by
the 2008 Olympic Games and the 2010 Shanghai World Expo to promote
Hong Kong as a gateway to China — a rousing and exuberant overture
to the full-blooded opera of the Mainland. We must ensure that every
tourist going to and from China sees our city as a must-stop destination
—not just in 2008 but every year.

We are already on our way to that goal, thanks to the tireless and
dedicated partnership of everyone working in the tourism sector in
Hong Kong, as well as the commitment of my colleagues within the
Tourism Board.

| have been enormously impressed by what | have seen in my role as
Chairman so far. Now | call upon everyone in Hong Kong to redouble
their efforts in the vital months ahead of us to ensure that we are ready
to ride the wave of momentous evolution in the tourism industry as
successfully in the coming half century as we have done in the past
half century.

The Hon James Tien Pei-chun GBS JP
Chairman
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